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Welcome to the 2018
Outreach for Hope Lenten Devotions
Dear Reader,
I am delighted you have chosen to take this Lenten journey with us this year, and hope you
feel as inspired and accompanied as I have during the preparation of these 40 devotions.
As Jim Bickel’s retirement approached at the end of 2017, we began transitioning to our new
Outreach for Hope executive director, Tim Larson. Among the many tasks that needed to be
transitioned, I accepted the role of Lenten devotions coordinator for 2018.
As I began the work to prepare the Lenten devotions – my first time, I knew I had the skills
needed to coordinate the project. But I needed to rely on my colleagues at the Synod office,
and Jim, to help me identify authors, as well as volunteer and staff support to pull all the
pieces together. Many hands contributed to the building of this set of devotions. I am grateful
to all of those contributors (and I credit them at the end of this document), because I couldn’t
have done it alone.
And really, that’s what Outreach for Hope is all about. When a neighborhood suffers from
lack of resources, it is a call to all of us to pitch in where we can. The local congregation may
consist of members who can lend a hand, and members who need some loving support.
Other congregations and thoughtful community volunteers can offer their time and talent,
by coordinating a food pantry or providing medical care. Outreach for Hope works to garner
the financial resources needed to pull all the pieces together. As a result, lives are uplifted and
more people are empowered to share their gifts.
This set of 40 devotions celebrates Hope For Our Times, both acknowledging the struggles
that challenge us, while recognizing the hope that inspires us to move through those
challenges.
I invite you to approach your Lenten journey with an open heart, ready to discover the gifts
that unfold through the struggles, and the joy that arises when we awaken to the steady
presence of God.
When your Lenten journey is complete, I hope you will emerge with a sense of renewed hope,
ready to share your compassion, talents and treasure to support Outreach for Hope ministries.
Together, we will continue the journey to bring hope to all our neighbors.
In God’s service,
Maripat Monahan
Advancement Director, Outreach for Hope

Daily devotions are available by Email
You can also receive these devotions each morning in your Email inbox. Go to
outreachforhope.org…scroll down to the right-hand column and the headline “Sign up for
Outreach for Hope Mailings.” Fill in your name and email address, then click the box “Lenten
Devotions.” Each morning of Lent (excluding Sundays) you will receive one of the devotions
printed here.
Donate to support the 20 ministries funded by Outreach for Hope
As part of your Lenten journey, we ask you to consider a generous donation to the ministry
of Outreach for Hope. Make it a response to God’s generous gift of hope to us in Jesus Christ.
Make it in response to the expression of hope provided in these Lenten devotions. See the last
page for details about how to donate. THANK YOU!
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Look into the Face of Christ

Tim Larson, Executive Director, Outreach for Hope
“The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to plumb, with a plumb line in his
hand.” (Amos 7:7)
Construction workers use a plumb line to line up walls, corners, and sides in construction.
If the plumb line is used as the building progresses it insures the builder of a true-line as he
proceeds step by step.
Lent provides us with a plumb line for evaluating our life from day to day. Lent gives us the
special opportunity to line up our life on the life of Christ as it was lived in daily experiences.
Sacrifices, love, patience under trial, and compassion are all exemplified in the life of Christ.
These set the standard for us.
We can compare our life to an automobile. They sometimes need a tune-up. Plugs may become
fouled, pads become worn, pistons grow sluggish. Performance becomes poor. The car may be
essentially good, but if it is to perform well it needs a tune-up from time to time. If we are not
grateful to God for His mercies and blessings as we should be, or if our thinking has become
clouded by material things – then we need a spiritual tune-up. Without a tune-up we cannot
respond to the still, small voice of him who speaks not in the whirlwind, but in the silence of
our soul.
Lent offers us a forty-day period for us to look at a new point of reference: to line up our lives
and sharpen our direction. And to look into the face of Christ and find new hope and courage.
***
Prayer: Thank you, God, for the gift of Lent, when we can take the time for self-examination
– a kind of spiritual “tune-up.” Please make us more like Christ.
SYNOD PARTNERS:
Our Synod is a member of the Interfaith Conference of Greater Milwaukee. The Conference
consists of a broad base of faith organizations focusing on collaborative peace and justice issues
in the region.

Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018
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Showing Up for Lent

Jaime Larson-McLoone, Mount Carmel Lutheran Church
Sometimes it’s hard for me to show up for Lent. I love the season. I try to take on a new spiritual
practice or let go of something that separates me from God. But on a cold, dark night, in the
middle of a long work week, sometimes I just want to watch Modern Family instead of showing
up for a midweek worship service.
Lent is a good time to practice showing up in new ways.
It takes effort to show up, especially in times of darkness. By the time Ash Wednesday comes,
the days are starting to get noticeably longer. Yet many of us arrive at worship in the dark. We
show up in darkness to consider our mortality, to acknowledge our need to repent and return
to God. We keep showing up for the Lenten journey, knowing where it leads: to the cross, and
to the empty tomb.
But first, we sit together in darkness. We listen to the words of Jesus. We sing. We share a meal.
Candles are extinguished. We sit together in darkness and silence, and we often are encouraged
to depart in silence, knowing that when we come together next, it will be to celebrate the
resurrection.
Lent is good practice for sitting together in darkness, to practice being present for one another
in community. Our community needs us to practice these disciplines: to practice showing up,
to practice listening without leaping to problem-solving, to practice being present and letting
the Holy Spirit work among us.
If we show up to accompany one another through whatever difficulty or despair our communities
and neighbors face, just as we show up to journey together as congregations through Lent,
hope grows, understanding grows, and together in Christ, we will get to witness resurrection.
***
Prayer: Dear God, let me remember the importance of “showing up” for Lent in all those ways
that draw me closer to you and others in my faith community. May I do or say something today
that lights the flame of hope in the darkness.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
During an average week, the churches and ministries receiving funding from Outreach for
Hope give 630 volunteers the opportunity to ‘show up,’ to interact, serve, and be served, giving
them the opportunity to grow in faith and in appreciation of God’s diverse world.

Thursday, February 15, 2018
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“Follow me. . .”

Harvard Stephens, Jr., Pastor
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Racine
And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately
they left their nets and followed him. (Mark 1:17-18)
One of the great joys of our ministries in Racine comes as people step into new roles, try new
things, and engage with new people. Through the Terrific Tuesdays program at the Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer, we are energized and fulfilled as we encounter new paths to leadership,
spiritual growth, and opportunities for service. Our children inspire us as we see what happens
when they become busy with activities that enlarge their vision of the world around them.
“Follow me and I will show you what I just made. Isn’t it wonderful?”
What a joy it is to see our building transformed into a weekly oasis for local children. Time for
arts, crafts, games, as well as homework seems to rush by. Then the pastor comes to lead Godtime, a devotional ministry that encourages everyone to reflect on their hopes and dreams,
families and loved ones, self-image, challenges, and symbols of faith, culture, and civic life.
Prayer precedes every meal, and the table is always set with something nutritious as well as
something sweet. “Follow me and I will show you where to find the best snacks ever!”
Jesus’ disciples are still called to leave behind their old patterns of life so they can discover new
things. Those who once fished now find purpose in new activities and vocations as Jesus leads
them along new paths – with new companions of all ages. Hope is renewed as we risk leaving
behind the nets of familiar routines, if only for a few hours a week. “Follow me, take time to be
with the children, and your life will never be the same.”
***
Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, sometimes you call us to leave old patterns of life behind and try
something new. Help us to take risks and to discover the joy of meeting new challenges.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Racine has built a strong relationship with their
neighbor, Mitchell Public School. The church has supported the school over the years, and the
school has been an ally for Redeemer’s Terrific Tuesdays children’s program.

Friday, February 16, 2018
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To Serve as Jesus Served
Marcia Carrier

What offers hope for our times? My first thought is of Jesus’ birth. Jesus brought hope into the
world, at his less-than-common birth.
He came to bring peace. What better hope than peace? A world where everyone exists together
in the love of God’s Son. A world where we live as servants to each other. What a powerful
message for us all – especially in today’s conflicted world.
In his last evening with his disciples, before he was taken away to be crucified, Jesus modeled
for them a most important lesson. He stooped to the lowest position of servanthood and washed
their dung-dirty feet.
Now in today’s world, not many of us have house servants. However, the disciples knew
exactly what Jesus was doing. Because in that culture it was the job of the lowest servant of
the household to wait at the entrance of the home to wash the guests’ dirty feet. Remember,
in those days people didn’t have shoes or socks to keep their feet clean. No – those feet had
walked on all manner of dirt.
So when Jesus got down on his knees in front of those men, they understood the lesson that
Jesus was modeling for them. After Jesus finished washing their feet, he said, “I give you a new
commandment that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another.” (John 13:34)
If only everyone would love as Jesus commanded! In 2018 this commandment still carries
“hope for our times.”
***
Prayer: Dear Jesus, help us to follow your example by humbly serving one another.

Saturday, February 17, 2018
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“The Peace of Christ”

Vicar Gina Sterk, Cross Lutheran Church
Not a day goes by that I am not made aware of the challenging times in which we live. A new act
or threat of violence, a new group made the target of hateful rhetoric, a new policy proposal that
further polarizes an already deeply divided country. The news cycle is unrelentingly negative.
Whatever we may face from one week to the next, however, a reliable source of solace for me
is sharing of the peace at church. Unlike in the church where I grew up – where you shake
only the hands of those in your immediate vicinity, then take your seat – at my current church
members travel all over the room, embracing and conversing as if we were long-lost relatives,
finally reunited. Eventually the pianist will start playing in an effort to rein in the crowd, and it
still usually takes a few more minutes for people to wrap up their conversations and find their
way back to their seats.
Though some of us may find this kind of peace-sharing a little daunting, it has come to physically
anchor me in Christ’s peace from week to week. As doctors and teachers embrace recovering
addicts and the differently abled, I am reminded that violence and hate is not the only narrative,
nor is it the one that will win out in the end.
However you prefer to express and to experience the peace of Christ, I pray that each of us may
find ways to access and embody this peace daily, as it anchors us in God’s reality amidst the sea
of chaos in which we find ourselves sailing.
***
Prayer: Thank you for the reassurance we give and receive when we offer “The Peace of Christ”
to one another.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Eleven of the ministries receiving funding from Outreach for Hope organize to be a collective
voice with people who have little power on their own. Through organizations like Wisdom and
Common Ground they work together to make systemic change possible for the common good.

Monday, February 19, 2018
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Going Deep into the Heart of God

Pastor Rachel Young Binter,
The Corner House, Lutheran Campus Ministry at UWM
It only takes a few short words repeated throughout the day. “Make me according to your
heart, God. Make my thoughts yours.” And then the God of love rests in the depth and center
of my soul. I cannot doubt that God is always there, at the very deepest level of my being.
(Brother Lawrence, from Body, Mind & Spirit, Anamchara Books, 2011)
This year, Lutheran Campus Ministry at UWM is going to Holden Village, a remote Lutheran
Camp in the Cascade Mountains, for our spring break trip. With the dissonant and painful
surround of the world in the past years, we have had a larger than usual number of students
sign up to go where cell phone signals will not reach them for five days. It seems the silence and
perfect patience of the mountains is the balm we are all craving for our souls.
And yet, we don’t want to go just to escape. We want to go to become more deeply rooted in the
God that, as Brother Lawrence says, “is always there, at the very deepest level of our being.”
So, to prepare for the trip we will be listening to the voices of contemporary saints – people
in our church and community whose faith has called them into the dissonance of the world
to advocate for those who live under the weight of poverty and injustice, and yet who have
remained strong in their sense of God’s presence in and around them. We will be asking the
students what spiritual disciplines continue to “make [them] according to God’s heart” and
explore our own ways of being faithful to prayer, worship, beauty, and all that tethers us to
holiness, so that we can love an aching world with power.
How might you go deep into the heart of God this Lenten season?
***
Prayer: Make me according to your heart, God. Make my thoughts yours.

Tuesday, February 20, 2018
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Baptism and Rebirth in Our City

Pastor David Dragseth, Lake Park Lutheran Church
“But those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I
will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” (John 4:14)
In the winter, Lake Park does baptism Wisconsin Style. We venture north with our kids, take
a big ice saw, cut a hole in a frozen Wisconsin lake and jump in. It’s been a tradition for nearly
twenty years. “If you get stuck under the ice, swim to the darkness, not the light,” I say. “The
hole looks dark and it will be your way out. Apophatic Theology, like the Christian Mystics.”
We, of course, do the “real” baptism in the church service with families gathered round and
the full liturgy. We are warm then and the water flows better than ice. And, just to calm your
liability minds, the “hole” is in three feet of water and there is actually no way you could get
“caught under the ice.” But it sounds dramatic, and it is a great opportunity to introduce the
idea of apophatic theology to middle schoolers. (That’s the idea of finding God in its opposite,
darkness, not light.)
Twenty years ago I did not think much of ice hole jumping. It was dramatic and a wild thing to
motivate a youth outing. But now, twenty years into redevelopment as a city church, I see ice
holes and gushing water as essential.
Our kids are courageous. Our youth are little radicals. Nearly forty percent of our congregation
of 700 is below the age of 18. A few years ago, in one three-year span, we baptized 100 kids.
The ice hole and the energetic baptism of it has become an icon of some powerful water gushing
up in our city. Milwaukee is being reborn. Our city is full of courageous energy. The site of that
energy, shivering and screaming, coming up out of the water, as youth, gives me great hope
every year.
***
Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for the gift of baptism, and thank you for the young people who
revitalize our community.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Emaús Lutheran Church in Racine provides a beautiful after-school program for local children.
Here, they receive homework help, engage in arts and crafts projects, strengthen their math
and science competence through hands-on exploration, and, as a result, develop confidence
and leadership skills.

Wednesday, February 21, 2018

2018 Lenten Devotions - Hope For Our Times
When the Well Runs Dry

D. Andrew Fetters, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Waukesha
The season of Lent has a built-in rhythm of hunger and being fed. We find an excellent
example in the story of Elijah as he is running away from King Ahab. (I Kings 17:1-9) Elijah
has just handed down judgment from the Lord about Ahab’s indiscretions with Jezebel, a Baal
worshipper. Elijah is running on empty. He is running away, or at the very least, seeking refuge
The Lord provides this weary prophet with rest and food. Ravens come to bring him nutrition,
and the Lord gives the prophet a brook to refresh his body, mind, and spirit. Elijah is loving
this – he is now rested and fed. If only he could stay there!
Complacency can set in when we believe our mission is about getting to the brook and having
ravens feed us. That was the problem for this prophet. In all the running from King Ahab and
the terror of constant danger, the brook seemed like the destination.
So, what happens when the brook dries up? Elijah is not prepared for this. He doesn’t want
to continually be on the run from a terrible and unfaithful king. He doesn’t want to go hungry
anymore either. If we read this account to the end, we learn that Elijah goes on to heal a widow’s
son and provide abundance for them. Elijah then goes on to defeat 500 prophets of Baal.
God sometimes provides us a brook for a brief rest before the real mission begins. The brook is
never the mission; it is the rest and sabbath we need before God reveals a larger mission for us.
***
Prayer: Dear God, save me from complacency, and when there is a mission for me to fulfill, let
me go with willingness and courage.

Thursday, February 22, 2018
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Looking for Hope

Pastor Sue Ruehle, Retired
The gift of living in these times is learning that faith and hope are not tied to government
decisions. Hope does not reside in our financial institutions or in the internet or in job security
or even in the very existence of our own congregations. Hope takes her place in God’s love and
promise.
To visit Pan de Cielo, the food pantry at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Racine, reveals
hope even as most who come there carry the worry of security for family and friends who
are “undocumented.” It is born in the small change collected monthly from members of the
congregation, which adds up to full grocery carts and laughter as the hungry are fed.
Hope vibrates in after-school programs where children sing, eat, study, and play in love and
safety. Programs of hope living in our cities.
Hope lives as Pastor Marilyn of Reformation stands to preach or Pastor Mary Martha at
Hephatha sits to teach.
Hope is born in those who know where to look – not in fancy hotels but in the stables behind,
not in soft beds but in animal feeding troughs.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for the ministries like those in our Greater Milwaukee Synod
that reach out in hope. Bless those who serve and those who are served.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Capitol Drive Lutheran Church provides the Sherman Park Gathering Place for older adults.
It works with the YMCA to offer physical exercise, and with Just One More Ministry which
provides their noon meals.

Friday, February 23, 2018
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“Come and You Will See”

Rev. Mark Thompson, Breaking the Chains Congregation
Felmers Chaney Correctional Center
“Jesus, when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” (Matthew 25:39)
“Come,” Jesus replied, “and you will see.” (John 1:39)
How is your eyesight? (I find mine getting fuzzy when tired or with the lights of the night.)
How is your hindsight? (I find mine getting clearer with age.)
How is your spiritual sight? (You don’t usually think of it that way?)
It is our spiritual eyes, the eyes of faith, that Jesus is calling forth in these brief passages from the
Gospel texts. It is important to note that it is the “righteous” who ask Jesus in Matthew, “When
did we see you in prison?” The righteous were already in the prisons, and in the hospitals and
food pantries before they knew that, in the face of these least, last, lost or lonely people, they
were seeing the face of Jesus’ self.
If we are on the outside looking in when it comes to engaging the injustices of our world, then
Jesus tells the early disciples – and us – to “Come and see!” Come and see what God is at work
doing in Felmers Chaney Correctional Center. Come and see how God is at work in Kenosha
and Racine and the inner city of Milwaukee. Come and see! When you participate in the life of
an Outreach for Hope ministry, you are fulfilling Jesus’ mandate in Matthew 25 and elsewhere
to engage those whom society keeps downtrodden.
How is your spiritual sight? Do you see the victims of poverty today?
How is your hindsight? Are the evils of separate & unequal going to repeat themselves?
How is your eyesight? Will you come and see?
***
Prayer: Dear Jesus, sometimes I need to take off the blinders so that I see more clearly. Help
me to see what you would have me see.
SYNOD PARTNERS:
The Greater Milwaukee Synod is an active participant with the Wisconsin Conference of
Churches, working ecumenically for church unity, peacemaking, and social and economic justice
for Wisconsin’s most vulnerable residents. Can you consider a way you might get involved?

Saturday, February 24, 2018
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A Symbol of Hope
Bishop Paul Erickson

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.” (Ephesians 2:13-14)
We walked through the streets of Bethlehem, Palestine, taking note of the creative and painful
graffiti painted on the Israeli security wall. Built around 15 years ago by the Israeli government
as a security measure, it often divides communities and makes it difficult, if not impossible, for
Palestinians to travel to work or visit family.
In one section of Bethlehem, the wall now runs along what was once a thriving commercial
street, and we had coffee with an older gentleman whose house looks out on the wall and the
security tower that seems more appropriate in a high-security prison than what is now a quiet
residential street. We spoke of the struggles of his life, and the changes he has seen in his many
years in Bethlehem. As we left his house, I couldn’t help but notice a rose bush still blooming in
his front yard. Even though winter weather is cool in Bethlehem, it rarely gets below freezing
and so one flower was tenaciously hanging on to life.
It became for me a symbol of hope, refusing to let the walls claim victory, and openly defying
the forces of death, division, and fear. We, too, can cling to hope in the midst of struggle,
rooting ourselves deep in the promises of God’s faithfulness and love.
***
Prayer: Dear God, grant us the strength of spirit to continue blooming wherever we are
planted, and give us the courage to tear down walls of fear and despair to create communities
of hope.
SYNOD PARTNERS:
The work of the ELCA through the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service connects us
with people caught in international conflict. We advocate for their needs and stability as they
help us see a world beyond our own boarders.

Monday, February 26, 2018
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My Soul Is Anchored

Rev. Marilyn Miller, Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Reformation
“We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the shrine
behind the curtain. . .” (Hebrews 6:19)
Almost every day it seems we are being tossed from here to there. It’s like being on a giant
pendulum as we swing from one piece of challenging news to the next. The nation is rocking
and reeling from the constant motion of systemic, community, and personal dysfunction. If we
feed off this negativity on a regular basis, we can become ill and no longer live with joy.
What does one hold onto in times like these? The role of the anchor is an important one for the
ship or boat which can be tossed about or even float away if it is not secured. When we feel at
loose ends, it’s important to hold onto hope in God: “a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul.”
An anchor can also bind one thing to another. We have to carefully examine the people and
things to which we bind ourselves. Binding oneself to any substitute for the love and care of
God is dangerous. We need an anchor that goes so deep, it is immovable –like the hope that we
find in God “behind the curtain.”
There is a song that says, “My soul is anchored in the Lord.” As we move through this Lenten
season, we are reminded that Jesus is our Eternal Anchor. Because of Jesus, we can have hope
for today, tomorrow, and all eternity.
***
Prayer: Dear Jesus, what reassurance it is to be “anchored” in you. Thank you.

Tuesday, February 27, 2018
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Keep Your Soul Aloft

Tim Larson, Executive Director, Outreach for Hope
“Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God.”
(Psalm 43:5)
Author Gustave Flaubert is quoted as saying, “The principal thing in this world is to keep one’s
soul aloft.”
How does one keep the soul aloft among life’s trials and temptations? Scripture offers us some
answers:
“I will lift mine eyes unto the hills,” says the Psalmist.
“I will get up into a high mountain,” says Isaiah.
“Come unto me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest,” says Jesus.
The soul is sustained aloft by God’s word of compassion, his encouragement, his counsel and
his ever-present companionship. “Lo, I am with you always,” says Jesus.
Put your hope in God. Call upon Him: ask Him for strength today and power for tomorrow –
and keep your soul aloft, too.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord, in this Lenten season, when we take time to reflect on the somber meaning
of Christ’s suffering and death, help us always to remember Easter. Help each of us to “keep
our soul aloft.”
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Through outreach programs, street engagement and, collaborative initiatives to serve homeless
individuals, Grace Lutheran Church in Kenosha is striving to reach compassionately into their
neighborhood that has been affected by economic downturn, and help give it renewed hope.

Wednesday, February 28, 2018
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When We Feel We Have Failed God

Mary Zorn, Administration, ELCA Outreach Center
“I am doing the best that I can.”
These are words that tear at my heart – mostly because I know they’re true.
I’ve heard these words from a young mother of four, struggling to keep housing. She comes into
the ELCA Outreach Center every day, children in tow, suffering the criticism of others: “What
is she thinking? What kind of person keeps having children?” The question we should ask is:
“What can I do?” As a worker in Christ-centered Outreach, I am called to help. I want to, but
there is a soul-rending frustration; sometimes I do not know what to do or say. I hear the words
come out of my mouth: “I will pray for you,” and even though I mean it with all sincerity, the
words seem hollow. It doesn’t seem enough. I feel I have failed this young mother and that I
have failed God.
I’ve heard these words from the mouth of a woman who self-sabotages almost every opportunity
she receives. She tells me that she can’t stop the voices that tell her there is no way out. I do not
know what to tell her to quiet the voices. I feel like a failure.
These are the words I scream at God in my prayers, that have my soul in agony. How does God
answer when we feel we have failed Him?
It is when I feel this agony in my soul, when I feel unworthy, that I hear God best. I believe God
has given me the gift of failing so that I can empathize with the agony that others go through.
I believe that prayer is powerful. It connects us with God. When we pray with members of our
community, we help them to connect to God. I believe that he is able to transform the agony
in our souls into surrender. When it feels like we are just trudging along in this world, it is our
job – our calling – to hold hands with our fellow travelers, see the agony in their souls and love
them. We let them know God loves them and that they are never alone.
***
Prayer: God, when I feel like a failure, I need your encouragement. I need to have my hope
renewed so that I can continue to serve your people.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Harambee means, “Let’s pull together.” All Peoples Church, in the Harambee neighborhood,
works with St. Vincent de Paul to provide over 200 meals, five nights a week in their kitchen
and fellowship hall, as one of many ways they “pull together.”

Thursday, March 1, 2018
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Hope Renewed

Harvard Stephens, Jr., Pastor
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Racine
“There is still a vision for the appointed time… if it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely
come, it will not delay.” (Habakkuk 2:3)
When the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom took place 55 years ago, more than
250,000 people participated. I was too young to go, but my father was there. The 1963 march
was sponsored by many groups. Leaders included not only civil rights organizations, such as
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee, but also labor groups like the United Auto Workers, ecumenical
groups like the National Council of Churches, and even the American Jewish Congress. The
difficult negotiations that took place behind closed doors revealed the challenges inherent in
building coalitions and overcoming differences to reach a common goal.
When Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. finally spoke, there was great anticipation. Although every
leader who supported this march had something important to say, history has attached itself to
the remarkable vision of Dr. King – the pastor, theologian, and prophet from Alabama. Despite
his assassination five years later, his transcendent celebration of the dreams deep in his soul
continue to inspire the hopes and dreams of people in our own time.
I was too young to attend this great march, but my father was there. We must never forget that
there are many children today who will find hope renewed because of the courage we summon,
the coalitions we build, and the risks we take to share our vision of God’s desire for justice and
healing
***
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and so many others in
our midst who work to see these hopes and dreams realized. The children in our communities
count on us to keep those hopes and dreams alive.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
To serve their neighbors, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Milwaukee focuses on community
collaborations with Marquette University students, the Zeidler Center for Public Discussion,
and area businesses.

Friday, March 2, 2018
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“And the Table Will Be Wide. . .”

Pastor Rachel Young Binter,
The Corner House, Lutheran Campus Ministry at UWM
And the table
will be wide.
And the welcome
will be wide.
And the arms
will open wide
to gather us in.
And our hearts
will open wide
to receive... *

Life at The Corner House revolves around the table. Thursday nights,
as worship ends, the fresh baked bread on the communion table gives
way to a home-cooked meal at the dinner table. And the space once
held by the stillness of prayer and the sweetness of voices raised in
song becomes full of the loud energy of conversations and laughter.
Students come because they are hungry. Sometimes it’s physical hunger
– because food scarcity is real on our campus. There are students who
make their way from campus ministry to campus ministry throughout
the week to receive free meals and physically be fed.

But students are also hungry for community, for people who will give them a hug when they
walk in the door and listen to what is on their hearts. They are hungry for a place that feels like
home. And they are hungry for what is holy in a world that moves fast and bombards them with
divisiveness and fear.
At the table, life finds its center again in the faces of people who love them, and in the God that
holds them within that love. They come from all over the world, from Kashmir and Brazil and
California and Waukesha. They come Muslim and Jewish and Christian and seeking. They
come queer and straight. Around the table, they become a vision of the kingdom of God. And
they leave filled.
And we will become bread
for a hungering world.
And we will become drink
for those who thirst. And the blessed
will become the blessing.
And everywhere
will be the feast.*
*Selected stanzas of poem © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com
Prayer: Lord, we ask your blessing on the Corner House and the Lutheran Campus Ministry.
Bless all those people everywhere who experience physical and spiritual hunger that they may
be filled.

Saturday, March 3, 2018
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Infinite Hope

Rev. Jessica Short, Lutheran Campus Pastor, Marquette University
“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” (Martin Luther King, Jr.)
What is it that disappoints you in your life? Is it the ever frustrating 24/7 news that continues
to obsess over presidential tweets or White House leaks? Is it the flood of stories from #metoo,
or your addition of your own story, and the anger that this has gone on for way too long? Is
it the racism that pervades our society, that divides our community, and affects our schools,
neighborhoods, prisons and church? Is it the broken relationship with your spouse, or parent,
friend, or co-worker?
It can be all too easy to get sucked into the toxic reality of disappointment. Martin Luther King
says, “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” Our lives will always
be filled with disappointment, but we must not live in those moments. These disappointments,
while they are frustrating and overwhelming, do not define us. What defines us is infinite and
holy.
Child of God, do not lose infinite hope. As you encounter daily disappointments, may you be
held by the love of God to move you to infinite hope. Hope will get us through tweets and leaks.
Hope will get us through the hearing and sharing of our own #metoo stories. Hope will see
us through from the present reality to the end of racism. We hang on to hope in our desire to
reconcile in relationships to others. No matter what you encounter today, may hope dwell in,
with, under, and through you.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord, help us to weather our disappointments, to never lose the spark of infinite
hope.
SYNOD PARTNERS:
Our commitment to be an Anti-racism Synod helps give us experiences and tools to bridge
racial gaps and to grow in our understanding and support of one another, building bridges
rather than walls.

Monday, March 5, 2018
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Children – Our Hope for a Better Tomorrow

Lee D. Johnston, Finance Administrator, Greater Milwaukee Synod
Why? That is the question I often get from my children as we talk about the events unfolding
in our world today. Shootings, violence, abuse, hate, politics: these are the topics that dominate
our news. Children seem to feel that this is the norm in today’s society, but they don’t always
understand why it is that way.
Children of today are the hope for a better tomorrow. They question everything in an attempt
to better understand life and the events that enfold them. Often, these are great questions for
all of us: Why can’t everyone around the world just help a little to end hunger if we all know
that people need food? Why can’t people just sit down and discuss issues to solve problems
instead of yelling at each other? Why can’t we just end war? When I hear these questions from
children, along with their answers, I get a little excited about the future and their role in it.
Children these days are being taught to think globally. They think about how an event in one
part of the world often affects other parts. They question the norm of today’s society and think
of creative ways to solve issues. While they do simplify things a bit, sometimes we need that to
see the bigger picture before us.
Jesus did these same things when he was in ministry to the people in his day. His words and
actions, while ruffling the feathers of the established leaders of society, challenged the status
quo and offered to us a new way of thinking: Christ-centered thought. Children, or “Little
Christs” as they are sometimes referenced in church, are our future and hope for tomorrow.
***
Prayer: Jesus, when you said, “Suffer the little children to come unto me,” you also said, “Of
such is the kingdom of God.” Thank you for this gift of hope.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
The Racine Neighborhood Camp was the cooperative effort of several ELCA Racine congregations
to pool resources and ideas for a summertime camp offered to neighborhood kids. It operates
at three Racine church campuses, giving children a safe and enriching summer experience.

Tuesday, March 6, 2018
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The Power of Prayer

Megan Burgess, Legal Advice Coordinator, ELCA Outreach Center
Pray. The word is used 340 times in the New International Version of the Bible. In the New
Testament Jesus taught us the Lord’s Prayer. Many of us may have been taught by our parents
to bow our heads, close our eyes, and fold our hands before bed each night. There are prayers
that we memorize to recite before we eat a family dinner. Yet, for many Christians, prayer can
be a difficult topic.
I work at the ELCA Outreach Center in Kenosha. For twenty years we have assisted individuals
seemingly forgotten by society. Our clients may be homeless, dealing with addiction, struggling
with mental health concerns or other health issues. Or they may just be in a very rough time in
their life story. They come in our doors for a wide variety of reasons. As a staff, we do our best
to see the face of Jesus in every person we serve, but we cannot do it alone.
A decision was made a few months back to start each morning with a group prayer. All staff,
volunteers, and interns – as well as all clients who choose to do so – join hands. We pray for
patience and forgiveness when we falter. We pray for peace and love to be with us that day. We
thank God for the Center and for all who support us. We pray for God to be with our clients and
to have his hands touch them so that they may feel his power.
Since initiating our morning prayer, we have become a different staff than we once were. We
have learned that prayer is a chance to open the door, invite God in, and talk to him like an old
friend. There is no right or wrong. No rules to follow. Just pour a cup of coffee, wrap yourself
in a favorite blanket, and say hello.
***
Prayer: Lord, please bless the ministry of the ELCA Outreach Center. And thank you for all
the blessings that come to us through the power of prayer.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Outreach for Hope ministries most often include a Bible study or special worship service to
build a supportive faith community with and for participants. Our Saviors Lutheran Church in
Milwaukee provides a Wednesday gathering for worship and a healthy meal, working in close
cooperation with Central City Churches, an outreach ministry located within Our Saviors.

Wednesday, March 7, 2018
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Empowered to Lead

Vicar Gina Sterk, Cross Lutheran Church
There I was, standing in front of a packed congregation with a microphone in my hand, when
my mind went completely blank. This was during one of my first weeks leading Bible study at
the “Bread of Healing Empowerment Ministry,” a weekly meal and food pantry program that
aims not only to feed, but also to empower the hungry in our community.
Looking out at the audience awaiting the words of encouragement I was supposed to offer, I
was stuck. As I scanned the meager notes I had prepared, I felt more and more unequipped,
unprepared, and unqualified to be offering any kind of advice, especially as a newcomer and
outsider to this community. Who am I to “empower” anyone, and where do I begin? I thought.
It was at this moment that a man stood up, asked for the microphone, and proceeded to belt
out a Gospel song. The performance was far from perfect, but that didn’t stop the audience
from coming to life as they sang along, applauded, and cheered. It was exactly what was needed
at that moment and quickly inspired an outpouring of musical offerings and testimonies from
others in the room. At a loss for how to encourage or empower those “in need” that day, it turns
out I was the one in need of encouragement and empowerment, which I received in unexpected
abundance.
Now about five months into the job, I still can’t say I ever feel fully equipped to lead Bible study.
The more valuable lesson I’m learning though, week by week, is that whatever little I may have
to offer is somehow enough, and that my purpose is as much about learning to give as it is
about learning to receive the many gifts of those whom I seek to serve.
***
Prayer: Thank you for all those people in our lives who encourage and empower us. Help us to
rely on you for wisdom and strength whenever we are called upon to encourage and empower
others.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Bread of Healing Empowerment Ministry of Cross Lutheran Church was built on the idea
of cooperative efforts. It brings together community resources for counseling, food through
partnership congregations, health care from volunteer professionals and agencies, and other
neighborhood partnerships. Through these partnerships and collaborative programming, lives
are being transformed.

Thursday, March 8, 2018
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Agents of Hope

Jaime Larson-McLoone, Mount Carmel Lutheran Church
More than once in the past year or two, I have had to remind myself to look for hope. More
than once I have wondered whether hope was in hiding: times when people seemed to stop
caring about our community, about facts, about creation – and worst, about one another. In
those times of wondering, I do have to look for hope, but I don’t have to look hard.
I see hope in the ways people all around me use their God-given gifts. Some serve in ways
that are loud and obvious; others share their gifts in quieter ways, ways that might seem like
hiding compared with the shouting of leaders portrayed in the media. But they are by no
means hiding.
If you pay attention, you’ll notice that our community is filled with prophets and preachers.
They accompany people with disabilities, immigrants, people of color, and those without
homes or adequate health care. They do not shy away from the hard work of reconciliation. I
think about them as I drive past churches, past social service agencies, past mailboxes used
by those prophets who still write letters.
Our community is filled with the teachers, apostles, healers, and pastors (not all of whom
wear robes and collars). They share God’s love, sometimes with words and prayers,
sometimes with boots or mittens or a backpack. They take the word of God – along with
socks, sandwiches, and underwear – to streets and neighborhoods that many people are
afraid to even speed past. They walk willingly into places of tension and pain. They have that
incredible and seemingly rare gift of showing up and listening.
All these people show me hope. They give me hope. They remind me that I, too, am called and
equipped by God to share hope in this world.
***
Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for all the people in our community who are agents of hope. Bless
their work and bless me too, that I may do my part.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Lutheran Church of the Great Spirit stays connected to the Native American community
through engagement with Congregation of the Great Spirit, the Indian Health Center and
other Native American organizations. This ELCA congregation welcomes all people to
experience their unique blend of sacred Native American practices with Lutheran liturgical
traditions.
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When the Kingdom of God Seems Far Away

Rev. Jessica Short, Lutheran Campus Pastor, Marquette University
“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?
It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows
and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that birds can perch in
its shade.” (Mark 4:30-32)
There are times when the kingdom of God is seen and known. When you are surrounded by a
beloved community or find yourself immersed in prayer, you are in the kingdom. When you
speak out for justice, reconcile differences, confess your sins, or receive forgiveness, then you
experience the kingdom of God. But these moments are fleeting. The vast majority of life is a
walk in the wilderness.
As I write this devotion, I am sitting next to my father and waiting to check him in to his next
cancer treatment. The past three treatments have not worked. For the past year, we have
gone to visit after visit with the doctor, and have yet to receive good news. We hear the words
‘terminal’ and ‘advanced.’ The kingdom of God feels like a mustard seed to us. It feels so far
away. Where is our hope?
Our hope comes in the outpouring of love and support from friends and family. Our hope
comes from the acts of kindness that they send us to remind us that we are loved. Our hope
comes from our God who promises to walk with us during this challenging time. Our hope
comes from the promises given at baptism. We know that cancer will end Dad’s life on earth,
but it will not separate him from life with Christ.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord, we are grateful for all those people who support us in our dark hours.
Thank you for your promise that we do not walk alone.

Saturday, March 10, 2018
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Hope in These Times
Pastor Sue Ruehle, Retired

Why do I care about the latest Tweet?
Not one child is fed by that soup.
Why do I worry about my pension dollars,
as if money is the answer?
Why do I fret beyond belief over Congress acting as they do?
Not one second of my worry provides a warm sock for a cold foot.
Why do I fear the man begging for a dollar,
and not cringe at those who evict the poor?
Why do I care today,
when tomorrow’s children have no health care?
Maybe because . . .
Hope grows even in poor soil.
***
Prayer: Lord, teach us not to fret and worry about those things we cannot control, but keep
the flame of hope alive within our hearts as we continue to work for social justice.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
The Outreach for Hope Family Bike Ride brings together more than 60 churches and 400
people to enjoy recreation, fellowship, and the opportunity to raise funds for Outreach for
Hope. This year will be the 11th Anniversary for the Dousman ride, and the 3rd year for the
Ozaukee Ride. Both will be held on September 8, 2018. Please consider riding or sponsoring a
rider to support the Outreach for Hope ministries.

Monday, March 12, 2018
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Embracing Our Divine Identity

Adam Moreno, Pastoral Intern at Lake Park Lutheran Church
“For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that God has chosen you.”
(I Thessalonians 1:4 )
Throughout scripture, followers of the faith are given many identities. In the Old Testament,
the Israelites seek to live out their identity as the great nation promised to Abraham. In the
New Testament, Christ gives us the greatest commandment – to love our neighbor as God has
first loved us – and thereby establishes the identity of a loving neighbor.
Followers of Jesus are called to practice many identities: faithful disciple, humble servant,
member of the body of Christ. All these identities rely on our actions and our response to
God. As broken people, we will often fail in these identities. Our greatness will turn to pride
and our love for others will become judgment. Our discipleship will become complacent and
our own desires prioritized over our service to others.
However, there is an identity that is not dependent on our actions: we have been called
Beloved. This identity is given to all of us by God, and it is dependent only on God’s neverfailing faithfulness toward us. As God’s beloved, we can strive to live into and live out these
other holy identities. We will not always be successful, but our greatest assurance is that even
in our brokenness, our pride, our judgment, and our selfishness, we can embrace the identity
of being God’s beloved.
Having been given this identity, we live in the confidence – not of our choosing God, but of
God choosing us. We are, without reservation, beloved.
***
Prayer: Lord, thank you for calling us Beloved. Even when I fail in taking on the many
identities to which I am entrusted, it is comforting to know I cannot fail in this role. I will
always be your Beloved.
SYNOD PARTNERS:
Our Synod encourages support of the ELCA’s Fund for Leaders, a scholarship program for
seminarians. Having strong and well-educated pastors and leaders helps bring us together as
God’s beloved people.
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Nothing Can Silence the Song

Matthew Short, Assistant to the Bishop for Evangelical Mission
“I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord.” (Psalm 118:17)
“After they had given Paul and Silas a severe flogging, they threw them into prison. About
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them.” (Acts 16:23, 25)
There is something deep and powerful about music. It can motivate. It can praise. It can
spark gratitude, peace and joy in a way that few things can. It is no wonder that music is
so intricately woven through the history of our faith. And what a powerful thing it is to be
surrounded by others singing of hope and peace.
As we read the passage above from Acts, we see how Paul and Silas were so convinced that
they would not die, but live, that – even in prison, even in the middle of the night – they sang.
Nothing can silence the song of love.
I am reminded of the story of Ben Larson, a Lutheran seminary student who was killed in
the Haiti earthquake in 2010. The other students who were with him in the building that
collapsed crawled out to safety. They called for Ben, whose voice they could hear deep in the
rubble. He was singing – and he kept singing until he no longer could. As his wife said, “He
spent his last breath singing.”
Think of the power of that song. A song of faith and love and hope in the midst of terrible
heartbreak. Eventually, Ben’s song stopped...but the song of love continued in the lives of
those he touched. Truly, nothing can silence the song of love.
My simple prayer is that God make our actions today the next verse of the song. God will
write eternity in time through your life, and through mine. May we have the courage to enter
the song, and may our verse today be one of peace.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of music, for the gift of song. We echo the prayer
that our actions become one with the Song of Love, the Song of Peace.

Wednesday, March 14, 2018
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Fear Not

Rev. Jim Bickel, Former Executive Director, Outreach for Hope
As we got out of the car at N. 16th and Walnut, the site of Cross Lutheran Church in
Milwaukee, the group of volunteers I had brought to work for the first time at the Bread
of Healing Empowerment Ministry lunch, quietly expressed a little surprise. They saw the
flowers blooming in the flower bed and the green lawn, freshly mowed. Not the image they
had been carrying.
I reflected on why they were surprised. It dawned on me that for many people, the only
time they saw the neighborhood we were in, was on the 10:00 PM news. The video footage
was often filmed in the dark and usually involved yellow police tape and flashing lights. No
wonder they were a little surprised by the welcome of the building itself. But the best surprise
was the greeting they received inside the doors of Cross Church. They were welcomed with
smiles, laughter, gratitude, a beehive of activity, and a common sense of mission.
I have traveled around Milwaukee for the past eight years as Executive Director of Outreach
for Hope, visiting churches that are doing the transforming work of bringing hope to
people faced with the challenges of poverty. I never once felt threatened, or even wary of
my situation. What I felt from the faith communities in the neighborhoods I visited was
compassion, hopefulness, and the desire to be the presence of Christ.
When Jesus walked among careworn humanity during his ministry, he preached the
comforting words, “Do not be afraid.” Fear separates and breeds hostility. When we trust the
words of the risen Christ and step into a new community, diverse from our own, we may find
ourselves a little surprised – and also blessed— to discover what God is doing in the places we
somehow learned to fear.
***
Prayer: Lord, please take away the fear that keeps us from connecting with our neighbors.
Help us tear down those barriers that separate us.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Reformation Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, developed many urban/suburban congregational
partnerships since the beginning of the Greater Milwaukee Synod, and continues to nurture
those partnerships today. In concert with their partners, Reformation church members plan
reciprocal visits to gather together in each other’s worship space.

Thursday, March 15, 2018
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Empowerment

Rev. Jennifer Arnold, Assistant to the Bishop for Missional Leadership
“When you do it to the least of these, you do it unto me.” (Matthew 25:40)
My congregation had a monthly commitment to serve the evening meal at the local soup
kitchen; it was a great opportunity for people of all ages to serve together.
My son was about 7 years old at the time. I was excited to share this ministry with him as he
was growing into his young faith day by day. He and I were assigned to hand out sandwiches.
First the guests were offered soup, then some hot casserole which had been prepared, and
then we met them holding out turkey or ham. Cookies and beverages came at the end.
Positioned in the middle of the serving line we had time to see the people coming, especially
when someone took a little longer to get their soup. In one of those moments my son and I
looked at those on the way to us and we spotted one particular man. To me, he was the man I
saw walking the streets regularly. He always had on a heavy coat and a winter hat, no matter
what the weather. His long dark hair stuck out from under his hat and his long beard detailed
his face.
As we prepared to hand out the next sandwich, my son looked over his shoulder at me and
asked, “Mommy, is that Jesus?” I knew who he was asking about and I was touched by the
depth of that simple question. With only a moment to form an answer I said, “No, honey, but
he is someone that Jesus wants us to feed.”
My son understood. “When you do it to the least of these, you do it unto me.”
***
Prayer: We are grateful for opportunities to serve others less fortunate than ourselves, for it
is like serving you. We ask your blessing on these ministries in our midst.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Six faith communities are organized by Unity Lutheran Church in Milwaukee to take turns
providing a Wednesday evening meal for over 200 people from the community, many who
don’t have an established home in which to reside.

Friday, March 16, 2018
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If God Is Your Copilot, Switch Seats

D. Andrew Fetters, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Waukesha
A bumper sticker read, “God is my copilot.” Someone with a better theology created a new
bumper sticker: “If God is your copilot, switch seats.” This particular passage helps reveal
something important about God: God is in charge. It also reveals something important about
us: we don’t like it when we aren’t in charge.
In Matthew 16:21-28, Jesus went to work on his disciples. “Anyone who intends to come with
me has to let me lead. You’re not in the driver’s seat; I am. Don’t run from suffering; embrace
it. Follow me and I’ll show you how.”
I have three small children, ages 7, 5, and 2. They get into our cars and sit in their car seats. My
youngest prefers riding in my car over my wife’s car because I turned his car seat around so he
is forward facing. Seeing what is happening might be of particular interest to him. But how
terrifying it would be if I got any one of my children out of their car seats and handed them the
keys. (Remember our baptism calls us to be children of God.)
This passage is an important marker in the journey of Lent. Jesus points us to the cross and to
death and we don’t like it. Like Peter, we respond, “This can never happen to you, Lord!” Peter
is probably a nervous passenger. But like a skilled race car driver, Jesus knows how to drive
this vehicle - he knows the limits it has and just where to take it. That of course is true of my
life too. Jesus knows me deeply, way beyond my own understanding. He knows the life that I
share, the cruel darkness, the surprising joys, the wins, the losses, and he knows where to take
my life. I know that, and I trust that!
And I keep working on letting Jesus drive.
***
Prayer: Lord, let me trust you to pilot me through life.
SYNOD PARTNERS:
At a crucial time in the life of young adults, Lutheran Campus Ministry provides a connection
between college students and the church.

Saturday, March 17, 2018
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People of Hope

Bishop Paul Erickson
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we
boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” (Romans 5:1-5)
During a recent visit to Palestine, we spent time with Pastor Imad Haddad of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Hope in Ramallah. We visited the school that was founded by the
congregation, we ate a lovely meal of hummus and falafel, and we listened to Pastor Haddad
describe the work of the congregation in building ecumenical partnerships and providing
hope to many children and families of the community. He said, “We want to be a people
of hope, giving hope to the people of this community. We realize that we are looking at
something that is far away, but we keep walking toward it. We are not naïve; we know it
will take work, but the essence of hope is that we don’t give up; we keep moving forward.
We choose not just to react, but to take charge of our life. We are free to hope; if we choose,
then we are alive.”
I’m grateful for the witness of Pastor Haddad and all those who inspire me to never give up.
Even though the challenges of this world may seem huge, and the desired outcomes so very
far away, we can choose to hope, we can choose to follow the path that leads to life, no matter
how long or difficult it may be.
***
Prayer: Gracious God, our hope is ultimately in you. You chose to be born in our midst, to
walk with us and to die for us, all so that we might live in you. Grant us the courage to choose
hope, pressing on to the vision of a just, peaceful, and hope-filled world.
SYNOD PARTNERS:
The Lutheran Church of El Salvador, a Companion Synod, provides many one-on-one parish
partnerships that reveal a strong faith in the midst of great challenge.
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A Word to the Wise

Matthew Short, Assistant to the Bishop for Evangelical Mission
The Lord says, “I will make peace your governor and well-being your ruler.” (Isaiah 60: 17)
“The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy
and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is
sown in peace for those who make peace.” (James 3:17-18)
It is interesting to me how my internal definition of “wise” has changed over the years.
As a kid, I used to think of becoming wise as becoming “wise in the ways of the world.” I saw
the adults in my life who had learned how to play the game: they knew how to manipulate
others for their gain, and they knew how to invest to maximize their profit. They were, to use
biblical language, “wise as serpents.”
Using that model as the basis for my expectations, maybe that little kid version of myself
would be pleased with the civic and political leaders we have. Indeed, many of them are “wise
as serpents” in the ways I described above.
But then, this counter-cultural Way that Christ lays before us interrupts those expectations.
“Wisdom” in Christ’s kingdom looks like peace, gentility, and mercy. “Wisdom” in Christ’s
kingdom is actually characterized by a willingness to yield, something that our human
systems of power certainly don’t hold as a laudable characteristic.
And yet, if I think about the deepest, most grounded, wisest people I know . . . I would
use many of the words from the passage above to describe them. If we search our lived
experience, we know James’ words above to be true – even if it is opposite of what we
typically expect of our leaders.
Today may peace and well-being themselves be our rulers – as in, may they rule over us.
May they rule our thoughts, shaping our decisions; may they rule our hearts, shaping our
experience of ourselves and others; may they rule our actions, shaping the million tiny
decisions we will make. May they give us hope in the One who makes us one.
***
Prayer: Lord, grow in us the wisdom that James describes. Fill us with mercy we can pour
out on others. Make us people of peace.
SYNOD PARTNERS:
The Lutheran Office on Public Policy—Wisconsin is a partner of the Greater Milwaukee Synod
which puts an emphasis on alleviating hunger and poverty along with supporting justice and
human rights, working within the legislative halls of Wisconsin.
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We Are All Changed

Harvard Stephens, Jr., Pastor
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Racine
“Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” (Matthew 18:20)
As we organize and support ministries that serve the physical and emotional needs of our
neighbors in Christ, we begin to experience the power of reconciliation and healing within
communities that are wounded and broken by the forces of poverty, despair, and apathy.
These wounds are not exclusively found among those who directly benefit from our programs
that feed, shelter, tutor, and in other ways support families, children, and individuals in
southeast Wisconsin. Those who volunteer, staff, and prayerfully support these ministries
also bear the scars and wounds of the world’s indifference.
We are all changed as we begin to see one another as siblings, a people bound together by the
grace and love of a forgiving and just God. The issues and circumstances that divide us should
not have the last word. We celebrate the small ways that reconciliation can unfold as God
works in mysterious ways to make possible the gifts of unity. We rejoice in the small steps we
can take – supported by the judicious use of our resources and enhanced by courageous and
sacred conversations about structural poverty and systemic racism. We can give thanks as
the Spirit calls us not only to bring people closer to where we are – but also to respond to the
invitation of people all around us to come closer to them.
Where two or three are gathered in the name of Christ – sharing hope that transcends our
identities as determined by the criminal justice system, immigration status, gender identity,
or income – the Spirit moves to illumine the path where grace abounds and reconciliation
appears. These are the ties that bind us together and reveal more and more of what we share
as children of God.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord, when we work together in your ministry, we are transformed. We pray
that you would keep our faith and hope alive.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Breaking the Chains is our prison ministry, a worshipping congregation within the walls
of Felmers O. Chaney Correctional Center. It could only come into existence because of
extensive relationship building with the administration, the staff and the residents of the
prison.
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Invitation to Hope

Heather Lee Schmidt Albinger, Lake Park Lutheran Church
In early December, I received an unexpected email from my brother-in-law, Greg, inviting
me to consider the word hope as an advent practice. I was touched by the depth to which the
word seemed to rouse him to invite others in. Last week, I received an email from my friend
David, inviting me to write about the word hope for these Lenten devotions from Outreach
for Hope. The spirit has compelled me to examine hope as “invitation.” Where and how are
we invited to hope? How do we invite others to hope? I have been paying attention (via a list)
the last few weeks to all those times and places where hope shows up:
-sunrise (always)
-mentioning the word walk to my dog
-the moment of bringing flame to a precisely stacked structure of paper, kindling, and logs
in the fireplace
-thirty people present at a cold, early-morning, weekend yoga class
-seeing a robin in the snow
-listening to a sad song (a choice was made to sing of pain rather than rage or despair)
-planting a seed
-twenty minutes of silent meditation twice a day (or two minutes twice a week)
-watching the strong flight of a hawk
-awaiting the arrival of a loved one to the door
-sitting still in a space of suffering and just letting it be
My list suggests that hope is in all things: in creatures and mysteries of the earth, in silence,
in showing up to practice, in acts of planting, building and witness, in being right where I am
(or right where you are) knowing that we are in an eternal process of being created good —
birth, life, death, rebirth. Maybe hope is the invitation that holds it all together.
Where do you notice the invitation of hope?
***
Prayer: Dear Lord, so many times we notice despair and darkness in our lives, in our
society, in our world. Thank you for this invitation to hope – and to be on the lookout for all
those places in our lives where hope shows up.

Thursday, March 22, 2018
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Let Your Light So Shine!

Robin Nehring Brodie, Christian Education Director,
Whitnall Park Lutheran Church
As people of God, we long for the perfect world. We long for God’s kingdom on earth, and
we get sad or angry when we look at the brokenness in our families, our communities, our
country, our world.
We wonder how we can make a difference when troubles loom so large around us. We get
overwhelmed and feel powerless. We want our offering to others to be perfect, and we’re
afraid it won’t be acceptable. And then, those small bits of light and music come through.
Maybe it’s a smile to someone having a rough day. Maybe it’s serving in a meal program or at
a clothing bank. Maybe it’s walking with someone who needs help sorting out the “system.”
Maybe it’s holding the hand of a scared or lonely child. Maybe it’s sharing your blessings with
another.
Pastor Carl Lund, who recently served as a supply pastor for our church, quoted a Leonard
Cohen song, “Ring the bells that still can ring. Forget your perfect offering. There is a crack,
a crack in everything. That’s how the light gets in.”
After the many acts of violence during the last few years – even the last few days – people
come together for prayer vigils, for worship, to look for God in the midst of despair. They
often carry candles, and those candles represent the light of hope in our world — the light of
the star that guided us to a manger so long ago.
Even that star shone through a crack in the heavens, and it still shines in our broken world
today. There is a crack in everything — and that’s how the light of hope continues to enter in.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord, help us keep the light of hope shining in our broken world.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Outreach for Hope presently funds 20 churches and ministries in Milwaukee, Racine and
Kenosha. Many opportunities exist for you to serve and financially support these ministries,
helping to fulfill the Outreach for Hope vision: That strong, vibrant ministries will be centers
of hope in the midst of every community challenged by poverty within the Greater Milwaukee
Synod.
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No Matter the Cost

Rev. Jennifer Arnold, Assistant to the Bishop for Missional Leadership
“Not a problem.” This has become a common phrase. It is often heard when we thank
someone for helping us at a store and they respond, not with “You’re welcome,” but with,
“Not a problem.” I think people who use this phrase mean well when they say it, but do we
really intend to tell people that we’ve helped them because it wasn’t a problem to do so?
What happens when it is a problem? What happens when serving others actually requires
something of us?
The beauty of Philippians 2 is the way it portrays the truth of Jesus’ attitude and posture
toward serving us. Jesus, as the Son of God, “did not regard equality with God as something
to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human
likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the
point of death – even death on a cross.”
We are held in love and grace by our amazing God who looks upon us in our need and is
determined to serve us. For sure, it is a problem. Jesus will be despised and rejected, mocked
and beaten. Finally, it will cost God greatly: God’s only Son will go to the cross. Yet, God is
committed to the way of love, no matter the cost.
“Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”
***
Prayer: May our knees bend and may our tongues confess in word and deed, in lives of
service, that Jesus Christ is Lord!
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Outreach for Hope and the Greater Milwaukee Synod work in partnership with Lutheran
Planned Giving of Wisconsin to help individuals and couples provide legacy gifts to charities
during their lifetime and at the end of life, through their estates, wills, and bequests.
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Doing the Right Thing

Rev. Marilyn Miller, Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Reformation
“There comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor
popular, but one must take it because conscience tells him/her it is right.” (Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., from A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches)
If you want to be intentionally safe – apolitical or popular – your life’s imprint might be much
smaller than it could be. In John 14:12 Jesus said, “The person who trusts me will not only do
what I am doing but even greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you
the same work to do that I have been doing. You can count on it.”
Jesus did not play it safe. He took risks and he was always challenging others to take risks to
do God’s work. If we want to be in a deep, authentic relationship with God and others, we will
find that God’s work is not safe or easy.
For those who think we are not supposed to engage or challenge the government, sorry! –
Jesus did it all the time. My God is not my government. God is the head of my life, and I will
speak truth to powers that stoke hatred and injustice.
Popularity is not a requirement to be a servant of God. As a matter of fact, if you want to be
popular as a Christian, perhaps it is time to examine who you are serving – yourself or God.
The Holy Spirit calls us to live as bold, courageous men, women, and children. The cross
Jesus bore was not safe, and neither is ours.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, you call us to be bold in our faith. Doing the “right” thing is not
always easy, but we can trust you to lead us in the path of righteousness.
SYNOD PARTNERS:
A partner in ministry with those in poverty is the Crossroads Anti-Racism Program, which,
in conjunction with the Synod’s Anti-Racism team, helps identify structures that maintain
systemic racism and inequality, and offer new structures that are liberating, life-giving and
just.
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Betrayal and Hope

Rev. Mark Thompson, Breaking the Chains Congregation
Felmers Chaney Correctional Center
The story of Judas betraying Jesus in the Garden from the Gospel of John (18:1-12) has two
actions which bookend the drama. Judas betrays Jesus. Jesus is arrested. The two verbs
John uses are related in the same Greek root word. How often those two actions, betrayal
and incarceration, are related in life, brings some renewed meaning to this familiar Lenten
drama. Many who are incarcerated today have been betrayed by their own actions – perhaps
a dependency that led to breaking a law; perhaps a momentary lapse of judgment in hanging
with the wrong crowd; or perhaps a lifelong reality of poverty which offers few other paths
and many bad decisions.
There is also a betrayal of society that is playing itself out in our Wisconsin prisons; a betrayal
of race that created separate and unequal judicial sentences for the possession of certain
narcotics. There is a betrayal of silence among the predominantly white society and churches
in addressing these historical and modern examples of injustice. And, like Judas, there is
a betrayal of Jesus himself, when we fail to fulfill his very clear instructions of ministering
among the incarcerated, proclaiming release to the captives and hungering and thirsting for
righteousness. (Luke 4)
Hope comes in the witness of the conversation Jesus has as he later hangs on the cross. In
that moment, we hear the promise of salvation – earthly & heavenly. The arrested man who
hangs with Jesus is given the gift of love – beyond all the betrayals of life, beyond the prisons
we have lived in, beyond the power of our own actions. Jesus, in this drama of betrayal,
incarceration and death, offers a path to those who suffer along with him in their own lives.
Thanks be to God for such a real-life promise.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, I don’t want to admit it, but sometimes I’m guilty of betrayal,
just like Judas. I can’t look the other way and pretend I don’t see these injustices, and I can’t
simply throw up my hands and say, “What’s the use?” What can I do to improve the justice
system in Wisconsin and how can I be a harbinger of hope?
SYNOD PARTNERS:
Project Return enables men and women, who have experienced incarceration, to make a
positive, permanent reconnection with their community, family and friends.
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A Light in the Darkness

Adam Moreno, Pastoral Intern at Lake Park Lutheran Church
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5)
Darkness can feel so overwhelming. The darkness of racism, misogyny, homophobia -- any
and all prejudices that continue to support injustice and inequity may often seem to be
insurmountable. We cry out from this darkness, seeking God’s promised Light. However, as
we examine scripture, we come to an understanding that God is already and always present in
the darkness.
Genesis tells us that in the beginning, the Spirit of God hovered over the waters in the
darkness. God’s pillar of fire went ahead of the Israelites as they traveled in the darkness of
the wilderness. Jesus Christ was born in the darkness of a lowly stable, the angels proclaimed
his birth on that dark night, and the light of the star shone in the night sky leading the Magi
to the Light of the World.
God’s Light has always been present in the darkness. It is present in our personal experience
of darkness, and will continue to be present in the darkness of our world. With this assurance,
let us seek to be revealers of God’s Light, joining God in the creative process that brought into
being, the beauty and majesty of all creation. Let us faithfully follow God’s light that we may
be led to Promised Lands and to unexpected experiences of the Incarnate Light that dwells
among us.
Let us proclaim the truth of the Light without fear, that in sharing the Light, we may bring
about peace and joy. May the Spirit of God let the Light shine in us and through us, that
others may come to experience the Light present in their lives – the Light that no darkness
can overcome.
***
Prayer: Dear God, whenever I experience darkness during this Lenten season, please remind
me that your Light is always shining and that it will guide me on my spiritual journey.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Incarnation Lutheran Church in Milwaukee provides “God Bless the Kids Spot,” a
neighborhood youth outreach ministry that offers a safe, welcoming environment, providing
homework help, hot meals, and a range of other enriching activities.
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The Journeys That Take Us Deeper

Rev. Jim Bickel, Former Executive Director, Outreach for Hope
It was Good Friday and we were walking through the neighborhood surrounding Reformation
Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. It’s an annual journey, taken every Good Friday by
Reformation members and anyone else who wishes to join them. I spent a few minutes
talking to a man from Oconomowoc who was feeling the joy of the connection he had with the
people of Reformation.
I asked him how the connection had started. He told me it began by a Mission Partner trip to
the Mt. Meru Lutheran Diocese of Tanzania. There he discovered the remarkable faith and
witness of brothers and sisters in Christ, in a country on the other side of the world. And it
made his own faith grow deeper.
It got him thinking, “Can I have that same joy and deep blessing through connecting with my
brothers and sisters in the central city of Milwaukee, where I know no one?” And so, he made
a commitment to get involved in the Partnership his congregation has with Reformation. To
his delight, he made the same faith-expanding discovery.
The journey that takes us deeper into our Christian discipleship comes about by journeys that
take us deeper into the body of Christ. Not going deeper is to rob ourselves of the joy our faith
is meant to help us experience. It is why the Greater Milwaukee Synod has an Outreach for
Hope – so that we can continue to nourish the gift of diverse connections in our Synod, and
deepen the joy of our faith.
We are most connected to God when we allow ourselves to be connected to our brothers and
sisters on the other side of the world, in the next county, and in our own cities.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, give us the courage to step out of our comfort zone and reach out
to others we do not yet know, in order to form strong bonds, such as the Partnership between
congregations in our Greater Milwaukee Synod.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
The ELCA Outreach Center is a partnership of eight ELCA congregations, along with the
ecumenical involvement of other congregations in Kenosha County, addressing the needs of
children, youth and adults with educational programs and support.

Maundy Thursday, March 29, 2018
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Hope in Our Darkest Hours
Marcia Carrier

When I was a little girl I never understood why it was called Good Friday. I actually took offense
at the reference. To me, it seemed a terrible day.
People mocked Jesus. They spit on him. They took a crown made of thorns and mashed it on
his head. Then they nailed him — think of that! They hammered nails into his hands and feet
on the cross.
My young mind was so confused about how people could act that way. Most especially to Jesus!
He had never done anything to deserve such treatment. (Actually, no one does.) It took me
thirty or forty years to finally understand: that one day in human history – Good Friday -- holds
the greatest story of hope ever given.
So often we refuse to see the hope in the awfulness of life. I think it is because we forget that
God is right there to help us through it all. Even Jesus, hanging on the cross, seemed to forget
for a time when he cried out “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”
When we are experiencing any health problem, or suffering of any kind, it is often difficult to
feel hope. But God’s promise of hope can come in the darkest of times. He asks of us only two
things: to wait and to trust. That means to not be afraid but to hold his promised hope in our
frightened heart.
And then to walk through whatever is happening in our lives. That is our hope.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, help us to remember you are the light of the world. Help us to carry
hope in our hearts even in our darkest hours.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Hephatha Lutheran Church resides in the 53206 zip code, a neighborhood known for having
the highest incarceration rate of black men in America. As an Outreach for Hope ministry,
Hephatha aims to support and stabilize persons suffering with poverty and incarceration
burdens from a strong center of Word and Sacrament.

Good Friday, March 30, 2018
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Hope Echoes

Pastor Sue Ruehle, Retired
Hope is learning that the pain of the moment won’t last.
It is believing the storm will run its course.
Hope is knowing there is a new day tomorrow.
Hope is learned from elders and children through gifts of time and resilience.
Hope is the gift we give when we say yes to the pantries, yes to the after-school programs, and
yes to our faith communities reaching out to the least, the lost, and the lonely.
Hope is in the moment when the words “There is nothing more we can do” collide with the
knowledge there is a tomorrow. Knowing that “nothing” is not the end but only tomorrow’s
mysterious beginning.
Hope is a sister’s arm around you as you say goodbye to a loving husband.
Hope is a hot meal and a warm bed on a cold winter’s night.
Hope is the smile given after a day of teachers’ judgment and scoldings.
Hope is the music. . . art. . .color. . . that enfold you in a church building’s spaces.
Hope is the education certificate that promises a new life.
Hope is born to be shared. . . and given. . . and celebrated.
***
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of hope that comes to us in our moments of despair
– a gift that we, in turn, can offer to others.
OUTREACH FOR HOPE CONNECTIONS:
Your generous financial support of Outreach for Hope, whether through the annual Family
Bike Ride or as an outright annual gift and legacy support through a will or bequest, ensures
that neighborhoods struggling with poverty have a place to turn to for needed resources and
services, as well as an uplifting ELCA faith community.

Holy Saturday, March 31, 2018

Thank you for making the OUTREACH FOR HOPE
devotions part of your Lenten experience!
We hope that through this journey you have experienced renewed faith and Hope For Our Times.
The work and ministries of Outreach for Hope support the vision: That strong, vibrant ministries
will be centers of hope in the midst of every community challenged by poverty within the Greater
Milwaukee Synod. Outreach for Hope ministries are a treasure to the whole church as they inspire our
congregations and members with the gifts of creative engagement, mutual support, deep faith, and an
expanding capacity to share the love of Christ with our neighbors.
You are part of these ministries when you donate to Outreach for Hope.
Consider what might be your sacrificial offering to remind you of the great sacrifice that
Christ made for us. The ministries that your gift supports are a great gift to the whole
church and to each of us.
To make a donation today to support Outreach for Hope, complete the pledge form
(see next page) and send with your contribution to:
Outreach for Hope
1212 S. Layton Blvd.
Milwaukee, WI 53215
OR
Donate online at outreachforhope.org
Click on the orange “Donate Now” button on the Home Page.
Learn more about Outreach for Hope at our website, outreachforhope.org.
Reach out to Outreach for Hope to arrange for a special gift, a planned gift, or to get involved in some
way:
Tim Larson
Executive Director
414-671-1212
tim@outreachforhope.org

Maripat Monahan
Advancement Director
414-671-1212
maripat@outreachforhope.org

Many thanks and excessive gratitude go to:
– Our writers who shared their stories and their faith
– Marjorie Pagel – our devotion editor and prayer/title contributor
– Phil Smith – for designing and managing the Email devotions
– Sarah Christiaansen – for designing the artwork and the hard copy/web version of our devotions
– Mary Romskog – for assistance with the coordination and promotion of our devotions
A special thank you to Jim Bickel, Matt Short, and the entire Synod and Outreach for Hope staff for
support and participation in the 2018 Lenten devotions preparation.

Making a Donation to
Outreach for Hope, Inc.
2018 Lenten Devotions
Please print this form and mail it to:
Outreach for Hope, Inc.
1212 S. Layton Blvd.
Milwaukee, WI 53215
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City: _____________________ State: ____ Zip: ______________
Phone: ____________________ E-Mail:________________________________
Congregation: ____________________________________________________
____I/we wish to give in __honor or in __memory of:
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
___ I/we wish to give anonymously.
___ I/we would like to learn more about including Outreach for Hope as a beneficiary of my/our
estate plan.
Please accept my/our gift in the amount of:
___$1000 ___$500 ___$250 ___$100 ___ $50 Other amount $________________
Payable in the following manner:
___ Check

(Enclosed. Please make checks payable to OUTREACH FOR HOPE, INC)

___ Credit Card: __ Visa __ MasterCard
Card number: _________________________ Exp. Date: _______
Signature: ______________________________
___ My employer will match this gift.

(company’s form enclosed)

___ I/we wish to make a pledge to the ongoing work of Outreach for Hope
In the amount of $__________ Annually___, Quarterly___, or Monthly___.
Over _____ years.

.
Your gift is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. For questions call the Greater Milwaukee

Synod at 414-671-1212. We will send you a receipt for your contribution. Thank you for your generosity.

