
SEEDS OF HOPE
a Newletter from Outreach for Hope Inc.

Ins ide  th is  i ssue : Families & Synod Enjoy Bike Ride, All Peoples Church Turns 20
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'NASTY OR NICE?' OR GOD'S TREASuRES!!
At Church of the Reformation, Milwaukee
Every morning at 8:30 a.m. people at
the Lutheran Church of the Reforma-
tion, 35th Street and Garfield Avenue
in Milwaukee, meet for prayer, prepar-
ing themselves for whatever the day
ahead might bring. They conclude with
the “Jesus Prayer”: O Jesus, grant that
today we may be able to see you in the
people we meet, and
that, by offering them
our care, we may serve
you.

The Jesus Prayer is cen-
tral to everything that
goes on at Reformation
– and there’s a lot 

going on. “It focuses our day on Jesus,”
said Pastor Steve Wohlfeil.  “We are 
followers of Jesus.  Not only is Jesus
hidden in, with, and under the broken
bread, but he is also hidden in the 
brokenness we meet daily.”

People who walk through the doors
Everyone who walks through the
open doors at Reformation is
made to feel welcome. On Com-
munity Food Day in November,
75 families were served. 
“Nobody is turned away,” said
Marge Johnson, Ministry 
Coordinator. 

And while some people come only for
food distribution or for clothing and
household items at the Neighborhood
Store, others come back again and -
again, because they feel accepted. Those
who come to the weekly Bible  
study on Thursday mornings freely
share their insights; the homeless
woman, the man with a speech 
impediment, the retired pastor now in
partnership with the Reformation 
community -- all receive the same 
respectful attention.

continues on page 2...

Celebrating the First 20 Years of All Peoples Church - see page 5

Coffee Shop and Store
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continued from the front page...
young people succeed in school and to
find summer employment. There is a  
ministry to support people with addic-
tions on their path to recovery and, 
through a partnership
with the Benedict Center,
Reformation provides
space for the Sisters Proj-
ect, which aims to help
prostitutes make a new
life for themselves and
their children. There is
also a community garden.

Jesus in the youth 
“Minister Marilyn”--as the people call
Marilyn Miller -- is a student through
Wartburg Seminary serving as intern at
Reformation. The “Jesus Prayer” 
inspires her ministry, especially with the
young people and those with mental 
illness. She knows from experience that
it is not always easy to recognize the
image of Jesus in the people she 
encounters. These words from the
prayer offer encouragement: “Grant
that even if you are hidden under the
unattractive disguise of anger, 

or crime, or mental illness, or addiction,
or just plain nastiness, we may recog-
nize you.” 

Neighborhood Minister
Jean Miller, who lends an
ear and a helping hand to
anyone who reaches out to
her, finds a growing under-
standing of the “Jesus
Prayer” in her work at
Reformation. “In the past
I saw the outside of 
people – how they looked

or acted, or if they were nasty or nice.
Now I pray before I start my day that I
will see the treasure in each person.” 

Seeing Jesus in those we meet is just
the beginning, Jean said.  The next step
is to care – “not just for those we like,
but for all.”

~By Marjorie Pagel
Marjorie is a member of 

Whitnall Park Lutheran Church, 
Hales Corners and a past editor of 

"Gleanings" for Women of the ELCA 

The word “blessed” in the Beatitudes
really means “honored,” Pastor Steve 
informs the group of more than thirty
people who have come to the Bible
study that day. “Who are the poor in
spirit?” he asks. “They are the poorest
of the poor – those who have no hope.”
All of those people named in the Beat-
itudes are honored, and every person in
the circle is made to feel honored too.
Once a month Reformation opens its
doors to people of the neighborhood
and provides a banquet, in the manner
Jesus commanded – serving these
guests with honor: centerpieces on the
table, real tablecloths and cloth napkins,
real silver or stainless cutlery.
“Reformation walks with a community
of people that no one wants to deal
with,” said Marge Johnson. It isn’t
enough to open the doors to the food
pantry and the store; the staff and vol-
unteers at Reformation walk out those
doors into the community.  They walk
in solidarity with their neighbors. They
may walk together to decry gun violence
in the streets or injustice, or simply to
show their presence: We are neighbors.
We are here with you, beside you.

People in the community
Reformation seeks to be a positive 
presence in the neighborhood.  “Min-
istries of the church tell people there is
hope and that they are not alone in
their struggles,” Pastor Steve said.
Neighborhood Youth Minister Thaurra
Stallings coordinates programs to help 

Minister Marilyn Miller- children's talk

Jean Miller(right) 
and neighbor

Raven serving Community Banquet

Refurbished Food Pantry

Reformation's Neighborhood Store
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ALL PEOPLES CHuRCH TuRNS 20
Teenage years are always interesting.
There is that unpredictable growth,
ever-changing emotions, the sense of
who we want to be while realizing we
aren’t there just yet.  Teenagers can be
impulsive, but that also invites amazing
creativity.

Today, All Peoples Church is no longer
a teenager. On All Saints Day, Novem-
ber 1, 2011, All Peoples observed 20
years of God’s work through our con-
gregation, followed by a grand celebra-
tion Sunday evening, November 6.  And
while All People Church will still have
its own sense of becoming, we claim the
wisdom we have gained as a congrega-
tion these past two decades.

A Church that Died and Rose 
to New Life  
It is hard not to love the story behind
All Peoples Church.  As Evangelical
Lutheran Church of the Epiphany, at
the corner of 2nd and Clarke in 
Milwaukee, entered into the 1980’s, it
was no longer the church of its past.
The neighborhood demographics had
changed and the membership was 

shrinking.  Supporting a pastor, a build-
ing and a ministry was beyond the
means of the congregation.  With love
and support from many, the congrega-
tion made peace with this new reality
and decided the most faithful thing to
do was to die.  Epiphany would close,
gift the building and remaining assets
in the endowment back to the synod.
They could do this because they had a
strong understanding of resurrection.
Through the death of Epiphany, the
Holy Spirit would bring resurrection in
the new life of a church called All Peo-
ples.

‘All Peoples’ is just that
The name comes from Isaiah 56 – “And
my house shall be called a house of
prayer for all peoples.”  From the start,
this would be a CROSS-cultural com-
munity. We are African American and
Anglo, Latino and Asian, Native Amer-
ica and African nationals.  We are living
in poverty and living in abundance, gay
and straight, male and female.  We are
conservative and moderate and progres-
sive.  We are young and old, but we are 

especially young.  Half our church is
under the age of 18.

You’ll note there’s no apostrophe in our
name.  It is not All People’s Church, be-
cause the Church is not a possession.
It does not belong to All People.  The
Church exists by the grace of God.
That is evident in how we understand
the community of All Peoples, which
includes members and associate mem-
bers, regular worshippers and commu-
nity people gathered, sister churches in
the suburbs and in the Southern Hemi-
sphere.  We are blessed by a great cloud
of witnesses.

Outreach for Hope has been one of the
partners with All Peoples since 1997,
supporting creative and community en-
gaged ministries to be the church for all
peoples.The mission of All Peoples
Church comes from a gospel praise
song, “Let the glory of the Lord rise
among us.”  Praise God for 20 years of
Glory Rising!---

~ By Pastor Steve Jerbi 
Pastor Jerbi has been serving 

All Peoples since 2007

Once Epiphany, now 20 years as All Peoples Full of praise at 20th celebration Youth are over half of All Peoples

CONSIDER THIS...
A Quote:
"We all deserve a full life, not a life cut short by hunger and homelessness. I can't think of a more pernicious violence we face
today on our body politic, nor a more just cause we should all work to correct." ~ Senator Mark O. Hatfield, died Aug. 7, 2011 at age 89 

A Bible Verse:
“I’ll tell you what it really means to worship the Lord… Share your food with everyone who is hungry; share your home with the
poor and homeless.  Give clothes to those in need;… Then your light will shine like the dawning sun. ~ Isaiah 58:6-8 (CEV)
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I stood at the corner of 18th and 
Locust in Milwaukee, in front of one of
the churches supported by your 
donations to Outreach for Hope.  It
was a fall day and I was talking with
Mary Martha Kannass, Pastor of 
Hephatha Lutheran Church.  Most of
the leaves were off the trees and the air
was brisk.
A man approached us hesitantly.  He
wanted to know if one of us was the
pastor of the church.  His request was
for something to do at the church …so
he could get bus tickets …so he could
go and find a job.  (A double trap of
poverty is not having the resources even
to go find a job.)  He explained, “I want
to work.  I don’t want a hand out.  
I need a job because a man wants to
support his family.” Pastor Kannass
didn’t say, “Don’t worry, I’ll just give 

you the tickets, so you can go get that
job,” even though she could have.

The Significance of a Name
Instead she said, “What’s your name?”
“Walter.”  “Walter, I’ll get you a rake and
you can rake our church lawn.  It’s not
much, but then if you would go rake a
couple of the neighbor’s yards.  We
want to be good neighbors in this com-
munity.”  Walter literally danced with
excitement and gave Pastor Kannass a
hug.  A stranger had become a friend. 

I had witnessed the unique mission and
the blessing of churches that receive
funding from Outreach for Hope
through your donations.  They are at
work in some of the poorest communi-
ties within the boundaries of the
Greater Milwaukee Synod, filled with

wonderful people who want to make
their lives better.  Food is served, 
children are tutored, bus tickets are
given out, and most of all, people are
welcomed by name, just as God knows
their name.

There are 21 churches and ministries of
Outreach for Hope, and lots of 
‘Walters.’  Consider sending a gift
today, before the end of the year.  Help
bring joy and hope to people like Wal-
ter.  Help our churches be “good 
neighbors,” sharing the Good News
with all God’s people.

WE WANT TO KNOW YOuR NAME
Director’s Note – Rev. Jim Bickel

Remember OFH in your Year End Giving

Click 'Give Now' to donate
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FAMILIES AND SYNOD ENJOY OFH BIKE RIDE
In early September (9-10-11), my 10-
year-old daughter Abby and I rode in
the annual Outreach for Hope Family
Bike Ride for the first time. Despite our
best intentions to go on frequent family
bike rides over the summer, this ride –
in September! -- was finally the first
time we’d been able to do a long ride
together this year.

And it was perfect. It was a gorgeous
day for a ride, on an equally gorgeous
trail. During the Outreach for Hope
ride, Abby and I wound our way along
the 15-mile family ride route, past farm
fields, wetlands and woods, chatting
and pointing out things of interest, 

enjoying the ride and each
other. 

The best part of the day was
the gathering that took place
at the end of the ride, when
everyone came together to
share in a lunch – which in-
cluded fabulous egg rolls
made by St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Milwaukee -- and to learn
about the different Outreach for Hope
ministries and their supporters. My
family belongs to Church of the Resur-
rection in the Town of Delafield, and,
while we worship regularly at our
church, we don’t often have the  

opportunity to join together
with other members of the
Greater Milwaukee Synod. 
It was a unique experience to 
realize our shared interest in
supporting ministries that work
in the poorer communities of
the Synod.

My family plans to take part in
the ride again next year, and would
strongly encourage other ELCA mem-
bers to ride along, to support – and cel-
ebrate – the important work done by
Outreach for Hope.

~ By Jill Rick 
Jill writes the “Now You Know” 

column in “Waukesha NOW”

Family Bike Ride 
by the Numbers

Total funds raised

$57,911
Challenge grant

$21,000
Challenge met & exceeded

$36,911
Riders, volunteers & guests

200
Number that rode

141
OFH churches that participated

33
Synod pastors who rode

18
Reserve Saturday, 

September 8th, 2012 
for next year’s ride

THANK YOU to:
All who donated to the OFH Bike Event
Jule and Mike Groh for the first challenge grant
Jim and Judy West for the second challenge grant
Al Groh for the third challenge grant
All who rode and secured pledges
Pacesetter congregations and representatives
Picnic Presentation: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Lao Ministry 
Rest Stop Host: St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Palmyra
Bike Route Designer: Daren Maas
Web Master: Barb Hammer
Graphic Artist: Heidi Bischmann
Registrar: Chris Durfee
Planning Team:  Dave McAdow, chair; Nic Bur, Lloyd Buth, 

Mike Groh, Dave Hammer and Jim Bickel

Corporate Sponsors:  
Bicycle Doctor – Dousman
Brennan’s Market - Oconomowoc
Cesarz, Charapata, Zinneker Funeral Home - Waukesha
Culvers on Grandview – Waukesha
Cut Fresh - Milwaukee
Equitable Bank
Kwik Trip - Wales
Pro Health Care
Ron Sonntag Public Relations - Milwaukee
Schlotzsky’s – Oconomowoc
Skye Financial Services – Delafield
Thrivent – Metro Milwaukee Chapter
Thrivent – SE Waukesha County chapter
Water Doctors - Waukesha

"Is it really 14 miles?"

Snacks for extra energy!

Second wave of bikers prepare to ride

Abby won “brainy”
bike helmet

"Will they see me with this?"
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‘HOPE’ FOR THE FuTuRE
You can make a dramatic impact
A gift in your will, designated to Outreach for Hope, could have a dramatic impact on ministry among 
the poor in Southeast Wisconsin.  In fact, such a gift could influence the lives of others for generations 
to come.  A conversation with Pastor Larry Westfield, Director of Lutheran Planned Giving of Wisconsin, 
could be a first step in realizing your ability to make such a difference in the lives of others.
Pastor Westfield can share with you a number of creative and advantageous ways to make support of church ministries, 
including your own congregation, a part of your legacy.

Call Pastor Westfield directly at 262-224-9574 
or Email him at larry.westfield@elca.org

The Greater Milwaukee Synod is working with VITA, the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program, to make free tax 
preparation available in the Synod’s churches serving low income communities.

VITA has returned more that $119 million to low income families over the last ten years. Tax preparation is not only 
challenging for many low income people, but often a place where low income people are victimized.

Consider giving your time and talent as a service churches of the Greater Milwaukee Synod.  

The Details:
What volunteers would be doing: Preparing free basic tax returns (Federal and State) for low income residents
Time period: January 17 - April 17, 2012  
Time volunteers are needed: Mon-Fri: 5-7 PM, and Saturady mornings
Commitment: 30 hours over the entire tax season 
Special Skills: Mandatory in-person training in Milwaukee
Volunteers will receive IRS certification through Link and Learn. 
Contact: Rhonda Hill at the Greater Milwaukee Synod, 414-671-1212

GIVE TAx TIME HELP FOR LOW INCOME FAMILIES

DOLLAR A DAY FOR POVERTY
Church leaders: consider using 

Outreach for Hope’s 2012 Lenten program
Congregational kit will include 40 devotions

for each day of Lent and ‘Banks’ to make 
a daily donation. Congregations should 

contact Synod office to sign up.
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OFH, SYNOD HOST “POVERTY PICTuRE: MILWAuKEE”
Over 60 people from around the Synod
filled the fellowship hall of Wellington
Park Lutheran Church, to take a hard
look at the reality of poverty in 
Milwaukee.  

The November 15 event was co-hosted
by the Greater Milwaukee Synod along
with Outreach for Hope.  An emphasis
was put on making sure people facing
poverty issues in their own lives would
be present at the event, along with
churches that were working in 
Partnerships with churches serving low
income neighborhoods.  The four hour
conference spawned lively discussion
right up to the end, reminding us how
critical the topic is, and how 
passionate our Synod remains about 
the issue of poverty. 

The key note presentation was given by
Dave Celata, a researcher with the 
Social Development Commission.
Here are some of the key points 
presented and discussed at the 
afternoon event:

Poverty rates in
Wisconsin: 12.4%
Milwaukee: 24.3%, 

Racine: 17.7%, 
Kenosha: 15.0%

~ Four key issues to address around  
poverty: 
�  Income accessibility 
�  Housing issues 
�  Family and relationship issues 
�  Transportation services

~ There is a fundamental shift away 
from government funded solutions   
to increased expectations of corpo 
rate and faith-based involvement. 

~ There is a shift to “asset based” 
models for alleviating poverty.  
Meaning, rather than examining 
what they don’t have, communities 
and organizations  look creatively       
at the resources they do have.  
One important ‘asset’ in many 
communities of poverty is 
Outreach for Hope supported   
churches committed to their 
communities.

2012 OuTREACH FOR HOPE CHuRCHES & MINISTRIES
Outreach for Hope’s Board of Directors has pledged to provide $335,000 to the twenty-one 
congregations and ministries being awarded grants in 2012.

MILWAUKEE-FAR NORTH
Capitol Drive Lutheran Church
Divine Word/Pentecost Lutheran Church
Florist Avenue Lutheran Church
Peace Lutheran Church

MILWAUKEE-NEAR NORTH
All Peoples Church
Cross Lutheran Church
Hephatha Lutheran Church
Incarnation Lutheran Church
Reformation Lutheran Church

MILWAUKEE-CENTRAL AND SOUTH
Lutheran Church of the Great Spirit
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Lao Ministry
Faith/Santa Fe Lutheran Church
unity Lutheran Church
Redeemer Lutheran Church

KENOSHA
Grace Lutheran Church
ELCA urban Outreach Center

RAC INE
Emmaus Lutheran Church
Racine Neighborhood Camp
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
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1212 South Layton Boulevard
Milwaukee, WI 53215
www.outreachforhope.org
Contact: Rev. Jim Bickel
(414)671-1212
jim.bickel@milwaukeesynod.org

I N T H I S I S S u E . . .

Outreach for Hope
on Facebook

"Like" us, to stay current on latest information

Families and individuals
from around the Synod 
enjoyed the 4th Annual
OFH Bike Ride, 
while raising $57,911,
page 5

At Reformation in 
Milwaukee a prayer 
to "see Jesus" in their
neighbors, shapes 
daily ministry, 
page1&2

Out of the dying of 
one church another 
was birthed. 
In November All 
Peoples Church 
celebrated it's 20 
Anniversary. page 3

Director's Note: Walter 
discovers how OFH
churches touch lives,
page 4

8
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